Overall, discussion was very much encouraged by the chairmen and, consequently, there was good participation from attendees.
The symposium format was designed in order to cover all different aspects of the pre-harvest sprouting problem in cereals. Indeed, a lot of effort is being invested in understanding physiological and molecular mechanisms behind pre-harvest sprouting resistance with the evident aim of producing new genotypes displaying resistance to this adversity. However, agronomic management and efficient practices of post-harvest handling should not be disregarded as means of minimizing the incidence of pre-harvest sprouting in cereal crops. I believe that all these aspects are well represented in this issue.
I would like to thank everybody involved in the organization of this symposium and, in particular, to a lot of people that collaborate in the production of this special issue. Most prominent scientists from all around the world kindly acted as reviewers to guarantee the scientific quality of the papers composing the issue. I would also like to thank my coeditor, Dr Joseph Nyachiro, and it is in his name that I invite you to the 12th international symposium on pre-harvest sprouting in cereals that will be held in Alberta, Canada.
